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KIKA DE LA GARZA. 15TH DISTRICT. TEXAS--------------_
102-1379 10 September 1992 Washington, DC
AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION. Since returning from the Persian
Gulf some of the veterans involved in that conflict have
reported experiencing unusual medical problems. Among the
symptoms being reported by veterans are hair loss, bleeding
gums, aching joints and fatigue. It is thought that there
may be some connection between these condi tions and exposure
to fumes and smoke from burning Kuwaiti oil wells during the
war. Consequently, the Chairman of the House Committee on
Veterans' Affairs, Sonny Montgomery, has announced that his
committee's health care panel has scheduled a hearing this
coming Wednesday, 16 September, to look into the possible
and suspected causes of these ailments. It is the committee's
intention to also determine the adequacy of the government's
response to date.
Tentatively scheduled at this time to appear are witnesses
from the Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs (VA),
the Environmental Protection Agency, and the Centers for Disease
Control. The committee also expects to hear from military
offi~iRls who have worked closely with units which have reported
high incidences of mysterious illnesses since their return
from the Gulf.
"Based on the concerns brought to our attention by The
American Legion, individual veterans and their families, we
see significant reason to look into this matter, and we want
to ensure that the concerned agencies coordinate their efforts,"
said Chairman Montgomery at the time he announced next week's
hearing. I want to add to the chairman's comment that I
certainly applaud this early action since we here in Congress
must always make certain that our nation's veterans are provided
with appropriate care.
Also, I want to mention that Chairman Montgomery has
introduced legislation which will require the VA to establish
a registry program to gather and maintain information regarding
the heal th status of Persian Gulf veterans. The purpose of
this effort is to help avert problems that might arise down
the road and to meet long-term health needs.
It is said an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of
cure. That, I am glad to say, is what we here in Congress






SPINA BIFIDA AWARENESS MONTH. Unfortunately
few people know about this terrible affliction, but
disease that strikes tens of thousands of children
In fact, it is an illness which permanently disables
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What exactly is Spina Bifida? It is a birth defect
that affects the spinal column. It occurs when the spinal
cord fails to close completely during prenatal development.
In its more severe forms, Spina Bifida can result in the
accumulation of rluid on the brain, complications of the bladder
and bowel, and paralysis.
While the exact cause of Spina Bifida is not known it
is thought to be the result of multiple environmental and
genetic factors. The costs associated with medical and surgical
care for one child with Spina Bifida from birth through 18
years of age easily approaches $100,000. In fact, statistics
show that each year more than $200 million is spent for medical
and surgical care for persons with Spina Bifida.
There is currently no known cure, but efforts to find
the cause and a preventive treatment for Spina Bifida are
underway. Current research has been extremely encouraging
al though much remains to be done if our children are to be
fully protected from this debilitating threat. That is why
it is so important to expand public awarness of Spina Bifida.
That is why Congress has designated September as Spina Bifida
Awareness Month.
With all my heart I believe that a remedy will be found,
and that one day every child born will be born in good health.
# # #
AN ADDED DIMENSION. Knights and damsels, outer
lands, mystery, wild animals by themselves,
your child a lot to think about. You've got
an exciting journey into imagination that can
for reading and for learning.
However, for parents who would like to complement their
child's reading in a new and imaginative way, I'm pleased
to advise there is currently a pUblication available from
the Library of Congress and KIDSNET, a Washington based
clearinghouse for children's broadcasting that will show you
how to do so. It is called TV With Books Completes the Picture
(Item 609Y) and is filled with activities parents and kids
can do together to get more out of their reading, and TV
viewing.
To get your free copy, send your name and address to
the Consumer Information Center, Department 609Y, Pueblo,
Colorado 81009. This is something which both you and your
children, I am certain, will thoroughly enjoy.
# # #
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